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1. Call to Order:  
Village President George Peterson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Members 
present: Bill Schremp, Deb Ehster, Paul Kennedy, Craig McEwen, Rex Zemke, Dan 
Mortensen, and Village President George Peterson.  Also, present: Administrator 
Gary Olsen, Fire Chief Rob Bowen, Administrator of Public Works Timothy Vergara, 
Zoning Administrator Evan Garski, and Clerk Elizabeth Felkner. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance:  
 

3. Requests and Statements from the Audience:    
 
Jennifer Aarrestad, a County Board Member, was present to attend the Village Board 
Meeting. 
 

4. Board, Committees, or Commission Referrals:    
 
Trustee Rex Zemke mentioned that there is an Outdoor Recreation Committee 
scheduled for Tuesday, March 15, 2022 beginning at 4:30 p.m. 
 

5. Announcements and Statement from the Village Board:   
 
Trustee Craig McEwen mentioned the “Thank you” card that was given from the 
members organizing the First Responder Family Night event at the Rothschild 
Pavilion. 
 

6. Minutes of Previous Meeting(s):  
 
Motioned by McEwen/Mortensen to Approve the Planning & Zoning Meeting 
Minutes of February 28, 2022, the Water Utility Meeting Minutes of February 
28, 2022, the Village Board Meeting Minutes of February 28, 2022, and the 
Special Village Board Meeting Minutes of March 8, 2022 as Presented. 
Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

7. Police Department Report:  
 
Chief of Police Jeremy Hunt is excused. 

 
8. Fire/EMS Report: 

 
Fire Chief Rob Bowen gave an update on his department. 

• There were 139 calls for the month of February 2022.  48 calls were medical 
and 19 were fire. 

• There is a fundraiser scheduled for Saturday the 19th held at Norm’s Bar from 
2 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
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9. Approval to Amend Code or Ordinance Part III: Zoning Legislation, Chapter 590 
Zoning, Article II Zoning Districts, Amending Section 590-24.1(B) Entitled “C-2U 
Urban Commercial District”:  
 
Mr. Garski explained a couple of changes to the C-2U Urban Commercial District’s 
conditional uses.  The first proposed change is to remove “residential or commercial 
planned unit developments” as a conditional use of the district.  There are a few 
reasons for this: 
 

• This is no longer needed as a conditional use of the district with the recent 
addition of “multiple-family dwellings” being added.  

• “Commercial” planned unit developments is not needed since the district is 
already a commercially zoned district.  

• In addition, most C-2U zoned properties are smaller-sized parcels, and don’t 
meet the minimum requirement of 5 acres in size for a “planned unit 
development.”  

 
The removal of “residential or commercial planned unit developments” as a 
conditional use of the district will neatly define and clean up redundancy.  The 
second change we are proposing is to add “fuel sales” as a conditional use of the C-
2U district.  It was recently discovered that one of the Village’s gas stations that is 
located in the Village’s Wellhead Protection Overlay District is zoned I-1, when it 
was believed to be zoned C-2.  Ideally, the Village would prefer not to have a gas 
station zoned as industrial while being located in the Wellhead Protection Overlay 
District.  This is because “fuel sales” is permitted in the I-1 district, and because of 
this the Village would not be able to place any conditions on the operations of a gas 
station.  We would want to be able to do this to help prevent and monitor a potential 
fuel leak into the groundwater within the Wellhead Protection Overlay District.   
By rezoning to C-2 or C-2U, a Conditional Use Permit would need to be granted, and 
the Village would be able to place conditions of such operation.  So, we will be 
proposing to rezone this property to either C-2 or C-2U.  We feel that it is 
appropriate to add “fuel sales” as a conditional use to both the C-2 and C-2U 
districts.  The proposal to add it to the C-2 district will come at a later date.  With 
these changes, the order of the list of conditional uses will also change slightly.  Mr. 
Garski recommends approval of repealing, recreating, and amending the C-2U 
ordinance as presented above. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Schremp to Approve the Amended Code of Ordinance 
Part III:  Zoning Legislation, Chapter 590 Zoning, Article II Zoning Districts, 
Amending Section 590-24.1(B) Entitled “C-2U Urban Commercial District” as 
Presented.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
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10. Discussion and Possible Action to Utilize Funding for Creske Ave Mill and Overlay 
Project:  
 
Mr. Vergara has been working with American Asphalt for a mill and overly of Creske 
Avenue from Market Street to Tesch Lane.  Creske Avenue has experienced a rapid 
decline in the pavement integrity over the last couple years despite our efforts 
especially from Calumet Street to Market Street.  Mr. Vergara received a quote from 
American Asphalt to mill off 2” of existing asphalt and replace it with the same 
thickness but with the Forta-Fiber additive to help reduce reflective cracking.  The 
amount of the proposal is $200,460.00.  Mr. Vergara is requesting approval of the 
proposal from American Asphalt to mill and overlay Creske Avenue from Market 
Street to Tesch Lane in the amount of $200,460.00.  Mr. Olsen mentioned the Village 
has extra funds for road projects resulting from the grants we have received for past 
road projects.  We are requesting to utilize $200,460.00 of these funds to do a mill 
and overlay project on Creske Avenue.   
 
Motioned by Zemke/McEwen to Approve the Creske Ave Mill and Overlay 
Project in the Amount of $200,460.00.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

11. Discussion and Possible Action to Utilize Funding for Leon Street Design Bid Street 
Reconstruction: 
 
Mr. Vergara explained that over the last few years the Village has been trying to get 
Leon Street repairs, between Clark Avenue and Schmidt Avenue, completed with 
little success.  With the opportunity of additional available funds, Mr. Vergara has 
requested MSA to submit a design-bid proposal so we can take a closer look at the 
roadway and hopefully make significant tweaks to the road in the best interest of 
the Village.  MSA has submitted a proposal that includes the design/bid, 
construction administration/staking, and construction administration in the 
amount of $91,900.00 for the entire project.  A draft number for the cost of the 
project, including engineering and construction administration, is about 
$550,000.00.  This project is anticipated to be primarily a street project with a small 
amount of utility work not including storm work.  Just like Creske Avenue, this is a 
worthwhile use of additional available funds.  Mr. Vergara is requesting approval of 
the proposal from MSA to design, bid, and construction administrative activities in 
the amount of $91,900.00.  Mr. Olsen mentioned the Village has extra funds for road 
projects resulting from the grants we have received for past road projects.  Mr. 
Olsen and Mr. Vergara are requesting to utilize about $550,000.00 available funds 
for this project for design, bid, and then street reconstruction on Leon Street. 
 
Trustee Rex Zemke asked if the Village did other request for proposals.  Mr. Vergara 
explained that the Village uses MSA, Vierbicher and Becher-Hoppe for projects, and 
Mr. Olsen and Mr. Vergara both agreed to use MSA as Becher-Hoppe has been 
involved in multiple projects so far and Vierbicher is involved in the TAP Grant. 
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Motioned by Mortensen/Ehster to Approve the Leon Street Design Bid Street 
Reconstruction with MSA.  Questioned and carried 6:1 (Zemke). 
 

12. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Changing Funding Source for Military 
Road/Bus 51 Pedestrian Crossing: 
 
Mr. Olsen mentioned that the Village had the Military Road/Bus 51 Pedestrian 
Crossing project budgeted to come out of the borrowed funds.  After having 
conversations with the Village’s auditors, Mr. Olsen feels it would make better 
financial sense to fund this project out of the TIF.  This project fits perfectly with the 
TIF project guidelines.  The budgeted cost for this project was $275,000.00.  By 
utilizing TIF funds for the projects, we then free up these dollars for other projects 
the Village has. 
 
Motioned by Zemke/Schremp to Approve Changing the Funding Source for 
Military Road/Bus 51 Pedestrian Crossing in the Amount of $275,000.00 in 
TIF Funds.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

13. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Village Hall Parking Lot Paving Project: 
 
Mr. Vergara and Mr. Olsen explained that the Village had $30,000.00 budgeted for 
this year to patch and sealcoat the Village Hall parking lot.  The parking lot is 22 
years old and the asphalt is at its end of life.  Mr. Vergara believes that it would be a 
waste of money to patch and sealcoat the parking lot.  The cost to repave the 
parking lot would be $134,785.00.  There would be some surveying work that would 
need to be done, so we are requesting a not to exceed number of $140,000.00 for 
this project.  Funding for the project would come from the CIP roads account, or the 
savings from moving the Military Road/Bus 51 Pedestrian Crossing project funding 
to come out of TIF dollars.  Mr. Olsen mentioned the possibility of making an 
employee only entrance/exit at the back of the Village Hall onto Alexander Avenue.  
The estimated cost for this addition would be around $15,000.00.  Mr. Vergara 
mentioned that there will not be the removing of the new asphalt placed last year 
for additional PD parking.  The Village Hall parking lot area is a very large area of 
asphalt where a total replacement is very difficult to budget for in any given year.  
Mr. Vergara supports the proposal from American Asphalt as the money is available 
for use. 
 
Motioned by Zemke/Mortensen to Approve the Repaving Project of the Village 
Hall Parking Lot Not to Exceed $140,000.00.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
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14. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding the Approval of Construction for a Dog 
Park: 
 
Trustee Rex Zemke and Mr. Olsen explained that the Outdoor Recreation Committee 
approved sending the construction for a dog park to the Board for approval.  The 
Village has $50,000.00 budgeted for this project.  The proposed dog park would be 
located on the old landfill site by the DPW shop.  Mr. Olsen mentioned that we might 
need more than the $50,000.00 for the project for fencing, create a parking area, and 
have water available for the dogs.  Mr. Vergara has not heard back from the DNR 
regarding putting a fence on the landfill, but Mr. Vergara did send them a letter 
informing them of our intention.  Mr. Olsen and Mr. Zemke are seeking Board 
approve the concept for the dog park and allow the Outdoor Recreation Committee 
to work out the details and handle the construction of the project.   
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Kennedy to Approve the Concept and Construction of 
the Dog Park in the Amount of $75,000.00.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

15. Consideration of Motion to Adjourn to Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin 
Statutes Section 19.85 (1)(e) Deliberating or Negotiating the Purchasing of Public 
Properties, the Investing Public Funds, or Conduction other Specified Public 
Business, whenever Competitive or Bargaining Reasons Require a Closed Session, to 
Discuss the Possible Purchase of Property: 
 
Motioned by Zemke/Schremp to Adjourn to Closed Session at 7:21 p.m.  Roll 
call vote: Paul Kennedy – Aye; Deb Ehster – Aye; Dan Mortensen – Aye; Craig 
McEwen – Aye; Rex Zemke – Aye; Bill Schremp – Aye; and Village President 
George Peterson – Aye.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

16. Motion to Reconvene into Open Session and take Action Regarding Items Discussed 
in Closed Session: 
 
Motioned by Kennedy/McEwen to Reconvene into Open Session at 8:05 p.m.  
Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Kennedy to Authorize the Village Administrator to 
Move Forward with the Items Discussed in Closed Session.  Questioned and 
carried 7:0. 
 

17. Adjourn:  
 
Motion by McEwen/Schremp to Adjourn.  Questioned and carried 7:0.  Meeting 
Adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 
 
Elizabeth Felkner, WCMC  
Village of Rothschild Clerk 


